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Crowded mayor
field comes amid
Village discord

Will Ohio go
green?

HENRI GENDREAU | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

They say three’s a crowd, and when it comes to politics in Gambier, that may well be the case.
The general election on Tuesday will mark the Village’s first contested mayor’s
CONTESTED
race since 2003, when current
RACE IS FIRST
Gambier Mayor Kirk Emmert
SINCE 2003
defeated Dan Ralston ’71 and
An open seat and
John Ryerson ’72. Races are ofa recent evaluation ten uncontested; in the last two
of relations among elections, Emmert ran unopVillage staff have
posed, winning with 162 votes
contributed to a
in 2007 and 309 votes in 2011.
three-way mayoral
But Emmert’s decision not
race.
to seek reelection, the way he
announced a council member’s
decision to run, and a recent
outside evaluation of the Village prompted by negative staff
relationships, account for a crowded field.
The candidates — all current council members — are
Liz Forman ’73, a retired College administrator, Betsy
Heer, owner of the Gambier House Bed and Breakfast
and Kachen Kimmell, chair of the Village’s Planning
and Zoning Commission.
In the spring, Emmert announced he would not seek
reelection and would instead run for a position on Council. He also said Kimmell intended to run for mayor.
One council member described the an- page 4

10.29.2015

MAYA KAUFMAN | NEWS EDITOR

With the fight over
marijuana legalization
leaving Ohioans divided
and undecided, politicians, lobbyists and
educators are trying
to get the word out to
inform your vote — and
they’re leaving no stone
unturned.

ILLUSTRATION BY
ELIZABETH NORMAN

S

omething’s been stirring the pot in Ohio.
Issue 3 is a proposed amendment to the Ohio constitution that would legalize recreational marijuana for Ohioans age
21 and older, and medical marijuana for those of any age who have qualifying medical conditions ; on Tuesday, Ohioans
get to vote on it.
Marijuana is the most common illegal substance at Kenyon, according to Substance Abuse Counselor Mike Durham; it is also the most commonly used illicit drug in the United States. But marijuana legalization efforts at the state level are becoming increasingly common: four states and Washington, D.C. have legalized recreational marijuana use for adults 21 and older, and 23
states and Washington, D.C. have legalized medical marijuana.
Now it may be Ohio’s turn.
Marijuana is classified as a Schedule-I drug, according to the United States Drug Enforcement Agency, meaning it has a high
potential for abuse and no currently accepted medical treatment use. Marijuana is currently decriminalized in Ohio, meaning that
possession of less than 100 grams of the substance holds no threat of jail time, though the offense is still a criminal misdemeanor.
There have been several recent attempts to legalize medical marijuana in Ohio, but backers continuously failed to meet page 3

All talk but no vote
on library, campaign

SPOOKY KENYON

NATHANIEL SHAHAN | FEATURES EDITOR

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

On Wednesday night, Caples and Old K weren’t the only haunted
dormitories on campus. Leonard Hall got a spooky makeover to
give students a scare at the annual “Haunted Leonard” event.
INSIDE THIS
ISSUE

Reduce, reuse, recycle?
P.2 Maybe not at Kenyon.

P.7

Mount Vernon haunted
house delivers thrill

Last weekend’s board of trustees meeting touched on potential future
plans for a new library and the upcoming capital campaign. It was also the
first meeting for Brackett B. Denniston III ’69 as chairman.
The trustees did not take a vote on either the new library or the capital
campaign, according to President Sean Decatur; the only vote was to promote
Associate Professor of Spanish Katherine Hedeen and Associate Professor of
Classics Adam Serfass to full professors.
While no decision was made on whether or not to move forward with
plans to replace Olin-Chalmers Libraries, Decatur said the board, like the
campus community, is still learning about the plans and engaging in discussions about what the library project might look like.
Though the capital campaign is still in its early stages, Decatur said the
board may approve a goal for the campaign at its winter meeting in February.
Decatur and administrators are working with Heidi McCrory, vice president for college relations, as well as a consulting firm, to investigate donor
interest. Representatives from the College have been visiting with potential
donors and conducting interviews to gauge what might be a realistic goal for
the campaign. The College is still engaged in these interviews, according to
Decatur, but he expects them to be done well before the board’s next meeting.
Denniston declined to comment on the record.
Slam poet duo Sister
P.10 Outsider performs

WWW.KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM

Women’s soccer clinches
P.11 spot in NCAC tourney
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NEWS

President Sean Decatur on recycling and campus culture:

EDITORS: MAYA KAUFMAN AND
ALEX PIJANOWSKI

I think part of [having] fewer beer cans on Middle
Path on Saturday and Sunday mornings … is also just
that culture thing, that littering isn’t really acceptable
under any circumstances. Some of it, I think, is for
a lack of recycling, though I also tend to see tons
of beer cans scattered on the lawn a few feet away

from a trash can. I don’t think they’re being scattered on the lawn because folks can’t find a place
to recycle them; I think they’re just being scattered
on the lawn because people are not being particularly thoughtful about care and upkeep. Setting that
aside, I think that’s a bigger cultural issue.

Kenyon poor at recycling, says director of green initiatives
EMILY BIRNBAUM
STAFF WRITER

Every day, hundreds of students file out of
Peirce Hall holding paper coffee cups. They pass
by a bulletin board overflowing with paper fliers and a newspaper rack with free daily issues
of The New York Times.
But many of these items will not be recycled.
Dave Heithaus, Kenyon’s newly appointed director of the Office of Green Initiatives, hopes
to change that.
Heithaus and the green initiatives interns he
works with are creating a blueprint for a strategic campus-wide recycling system. Currently,
they are finishing up a recycling location inventory to identify places where recycling bins
should go.
Kenyon’s recycling system currently cannot recycle plastic Solo cups, paper cups, bottle
caps, broken glass or styrofoam. Although people can recycle paper, the College has no plan in
place to encourage students to recycle flyers or
newspapers. Kenyon’s recycling program is incomplete, according to Heithaus.
“Many of our peers’ programs seem to be
more thorough and detailed in terms of infrastructure, purpose, clarity of instruction and
community buy-in,” Heithaus said.
Oberlin College has paper-retriever bins
around campus. The paper from these recep-

tacles is collected by a company that pays Oberlin for their recycled paper. In contrast, though
many Kenyon students read The Kenyon Collegian and the Times, the College has no clearly
marked bins to encourage recycling them.
“People grab newspapers at the door, then
walk in here, read them, take them apart and
leave them laying all over the tables,” AVI cashier Diana McClellan said.
Newspapers are not the only problem; fliers
and printouts, popular forms of advertisement,
are often unnecessarily thrown in the trash or
left to drift around campus.
“The issue with the newspapers, Collegians,
magazines, printouts, fliers and all other paper
could be solved with a $300 budget and six welllabeled bins,” Matt Meyers ’17, Student Council
sustainability chair, said.
The College of Wooster recently increased
the number of recycling bins on its campus, installing them in its academic and administrative buildings and around the campus grounds.
At Kenyon, many public trash cans are not
accompanied by recycling bins. Though ECO
spent $10,000 at the beginning of this year to
install recycling bins in first-year dorms, upperclass housing still offers few recycling opportunities. Many community spaces, like Middle
Path, also lack recycling bins.
“There should really be a recycling bin next
to every trash can,” Meyers said.

NOAH NASH | COLLEGIAN

Kim Davidson ’18 disposes of a paper coffee cup, an item that Kenyon does not recycle, in Peirce.
In 2014, Denison University’s Office of Sustainability published a manual entitled “Campus Guide to Recycling and Waste Disposal.”
As of right now, Kenyon has no equivalent of
this publication.
“The bins are there, but there’s just not always enough information put out about their
use, what’s put in them,” Emma Longstreth ’18
said. “I care in the context of being a CA, espe-

Village Record
Oct. 21 – Oct. 28

Oct. 21, 9:48 a.m. — Staff member found illegal substance at Ganter Price Hall. Confiscated. Brought
to Campus Safety. Tested positive.
Oct. 21, 11:29 a.m. — Grocery cart belonging to the Village Market found in common area in Caples
Hall. Safety requested that cart be returned to Village Market.
Oct. 21, 4:22 p.m. — Illegal substance found during inspection at a North Campus Apartment. Safety
responded. Items confiscated. Items tested positive.
Oct. 21, 5:54 p.m. — Athlete received head injury at soccer field. Safety responded and transported to
Kenyon Athletic Center training room for further examination.
Oct. 22, 10:25 a.m. — Student residence found with unapproved domestic animal in New Apartments.
Oct. 22, noon — Alcohol found in residence in Caples.
Oct. 22, noon — Empty bottle of liquor and beer cans found in common area in Caples.
Oct. 22, noon — Empty can of beer found in residence in Caples.
Oct. 22, 10:13 p.m. — Students reported two adult males approached them at Olin Library. One stated
he was a son of a faculty member but could not say what the faculty member teaches. Safety responded.
Persons not located.
Oct. 23, 9:40 p.m. — Phallic image on carpet in Norton Residence Hall. Image reduced with water.
Oct. 24, 3:15 a.m. — Intoxicated student at Farr Hall. Safety responded. Student unresponsive. Student
transported to Knox Community Hospital (KCH).
Oct. 24, 4 p.m. — Student in Watson Residence Hall reported hearing fireworks being set off near residence. The student witnessed a vehicle going past, a flash of light and another sound of a firework.
Oct. 24, 5:24 p.m. — Fire alarm sounded at Samuel Mather Hall. Fire department arrived on scene. No
smoke. No fire. Maintenance notified. Alarm reset.
Oct. 24, 10:27 p.m. — Alcohol found in residence at McBride Residence Hall. Disposed of.
Oct. 24, 11:30 p.m. — Student residence found with unapproved domestic animal at Acland Apartments.
Oct. 25, 12:19 a.m. — Fire alarm sounded due to burned food at NCAs. No smoke. No fire. Alarm reset.
Oct. 25, 12:31 a.m. — Fire alarm sounded at Old Kenyon Residence Hall. Pull station activated. No
smoke. No fire. Alarm reset.
Oct. 25, 2:22 a.m. — Intoxicated student at Caples. Safety responded. No other action required.
Oct. 25, 2:56 a.m. — Student complaint of ear and jaw pain in McBride. Student transported to KCH via
squad for further evaluation/treatment.
Oct. 25, 6:32 p.m. — Fire alarm sounded at Peirce Hall. No smoke. No fire. Maintenance called. Alarm
reset.
Oct. 26, midnight — Alcohol found in residence in Mather Residence Hall. Disposed of.
Oct. 26, 4:00 p.m. — Alcohol found in residence in Mather. Disposed of.
Oct. 27, 1:11 a.m. — Safety received a call from individual regarding a book thought to have been stolen
over 15 years ago.
Oct. 28, 12:27 a.m. — Student complaint of feeling ill after using illegal substance at Hanna Residence
Hall. Safety responded.

cially because we are encouraged, as part of our
job, to promote sustainability in our halls and
people don’t really know what the labels on the
bins even are.”
“While there’s plenty of room to improve,
we also have a lot of support from top to bottom
right now,” Heithaus said. “The key now is to
be smart, strategic and purposeful as we move
ahead.”

Fire safety systems
show need for updates
REGAN HEWITT
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon is no stranger to fires. But
a lack of time and resources may be
hindering its ability to upgrade the
fire-safety systems on campus.
While state law only requires full
sprinkler systems to be present in
buildings constructed after 2000,
some students and administrators
have raised questions about Kenyon’s fire preparedness. “It’s concerning that older buildings like McBride
don’t have sprinkler systems,” Sydney
Telaak ’19 said.
North Campus Apartments
(NCAs), Taft Cottages, Caples and
Hanna Residence Hall are the only
residential buildings at the College
with full sprinkler systems, according
to the 2014 Kenyon College Annual
Security and Fire Safety Report.
The only residences currently in
violation of fire code are the Morgan

Apartments, which are not equipped
with a fire-alarm monitoring system.
“Older buildings, such as the ones
on south quad, are going to need more
than a summer’s worth of work to
bring up to code,” Lisa Train, associate director of Housing and Residential Life, said. “Unfortunately, we don’t
have that kind of time.”
Steve Arnett, director of facility
operations, said installing sprinkler
systems in the south-campus buildings would not be cost-effective.
“Sprinkler systems need to be part of
a major renovation project,” Arnett
said.
Nonetheless, Kenyon demonstrated its commitment to fire prevention this summer by installing a
web-based detection system called
Fireworks in the Acland Apartments.
The Kenyon Athletic Center, Gund
Gallery and Horvitz Hall will also be
included under the Fireworks system.

CORRECTIONS
Due to an editing error, in “For literary college, about half get into writing courses” (Oct. 22), Professor and Chair of the Department of English
Jesse Matz was incorrectly identified as only “Matz.”
In “Break-ins hit Gambier Road” (Oct. 22), Ohio Route 308 was incorrectly referred to as Gambier Road. It is called Kenyon Road.
“Peer Counselors aim to regain confidentiality” (Oct. 22) may have left
the impression that the Peer Counselors have lost confidentiality in all areas. It is only with regard to issues of sexual misconduct that confidentiality
does not apply to the Peer Counselors. The Collegian regrets these errors.
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Issue 3 brings recreational marijuana use to a vote

3

be minimal because of the age limit associated
with the amendment.
the deadlines for obtaining the number of sigBell said Campus Safety has been discussnatures required to get an amendment on the
ing the prospect of marijuana legalization for
ballot.
the last two weeks. Issue 3 raises a number of
“We want to bring marijuana out of the
concerns for Bell, and he believes more research
shadows,” said Faith Oltman, a spokeswoman
on the topic is needed.
for ResponsibleOhio, the political action com“Are we worried about an increased workmittee behind Issue 3.
load? Yeah, but we don’t know that yet,” Bell
Issue 3 gives exclusive rights to grow marisaid. Bell is also uneasy about individuals’ abiljuana commercially to 10 predetermined faciliity to grow and trade limited quantities of marities. In exchange for growing rights, according
juana and about the location of potential testto The Cincinnati Enquirer, each of the 10 ining facilities near college campuses.
vestment groups donated $2 million to ReIssue 2, however, is also not without its critsponsibleOhio’s campaign to get Issue 3 on
ics.
the ballot. Investors include former 98 Degrees
“It’s clear that it was hastily put together,
singer Nick Lachey and Woody Taft, a descenand it’s pretty confusing for voters,” Responsidant of President William Howard Taft.
bleOhio’s Oltman said. “Really what it does is it
Oltman said marijuana legalization would
makes the process of petitioning your governcreate jobs, tax revenue and the ability to pro- Issue 3 would make recreational and medical marijuana legal for Ohioans above 21 years of age. ment harder.”
vide care to Ohioans eligible for medical mariIssue 2 would prohibit from taking effect
juana.
any proposed constituA significant majortional amendment on
STUDENTS SPEAK OUT The Collegian administered a survey on marijuana to the Kenyon stuity of Kenyon students
Tuesday’s ballot that
dent body via Student-Info emails. After obvious joke submissions were removed, there were
support legalization.
creates a monopoly for
In a survey conducted
a Schedule I drug. Issue
560 respondents. The survey does not account for non-response bias, by which those who
by the Collegian and
2 would also require
feel strongly about a subject are more likely to answer surveys. Results have been rounded.
administered between
groups with special
Oct. 19 and Oct. 28 via
economic interests to
Do you think
Student-Info emails to
pass two ballot issues
marijuana use in
Kenyon’s student popif they seek to amend
Yes
No
Only for
Only for
ulation, 80 percent of
the Ohio constitution,
Ohio should be
560 total respondents
making it harder to use
medical use recreational use
made legal?
said they thought medthe constitution to creical and recreational
ate a monopoly.
marijuana should be
Oltman called IsAre you in favor
made legal in Ohio.
sue 2 “a direct result of
of Issue 3?
No
Yes
Undecided
No opinion
But only 43 percent
Issue 3 getting on the
were in favor of Issue 3;
ballot.”
27 percent were not in
If both Issue 2 and
favor.
Issue 3 pass, it is un#
A FEW TIMES 1-2 TIMES A
3 OR MORE
EVERY
NEVER
For some, even
clear if the former
A SEMESTER
WEEK
TIMES A WEEK
DAY
How
frequently,
if
those who may support
would overrule the latFIRST YEARS
60%
24%
11%
3%
3%
marijuana legalization,
ter. The Ohio constituat all, do you use
190
Issue 3 inspires mixed
tion says if two conmarijuana at
SOPHOMORES
53%
21%
16%
3%
7%
feelings. Twenty-five
flicting ballot issues
145
Kenyon?
percent of respondents
pass, the one with the
JUNIORS
44%
21%
11%
9%
15%
said they were undemost votes prevails. Is115
cided on Issue 3.
sue 2, however, says it
SENIORS
47%
26%
10%
9%
7%
110
Mike Curtin, a
shall become effective
Democrat in the Ohio
immediately if passed;
House of RepresentaIssue 3 would not take
tives, finds Issue 3’s designation of 10 facilities with exclusive
ham moderated a panel on Wednesday in the Gund Gallery’s
effect until 30 days after the vote.
growing rights problematic. This drove him to co-sponsor
Community Foundation Theater to discuss Issues 2 and 3;
“Really the only thing people can agree on right now is
the House bill that later became Issue 2, another constituthe event was sponsored by Kenyon Democrats, Kenyon Rethat it will go to court,” Oltman said.
tional amendment that will be on Tuesday’s ballot.
publicans and Bacchus, a division of Campus Senate that exOltman added that this provision would inhibit future
“If Ohioans want to vote to legalize marijuana, that’s fine,”
amines College policies on substances. The panel featured
attempts at legalizing marijuana via constitutional amendCurtin said to the Collegian. “What’s not fine is for 10 landNicholas Snow, visiting professor of economics and a specialment. (The language of Issue 2, however, seems to refer only
owners to try to corner the market on the business to their
ist in illegal markets; Todd Bell, a campus safety officer; Lee
to Schedule I drug monopolies on the Nov. 3 ballot.)
exclusive benefit in perpetuity.”
Roberts, a representative of ResponsibleOhio; and Graeme
The failure of Issue 3 would not end attempts to get a marKnown as the anti-monopoly amendment, Issue 2 would
Taylor ’18, who has a medical marijuana license in Michigan.
ijuana legalization amendment on the ballot. A campaign
prohibit the use of the Ohio constitution to grant a monopoly
About 56 people were in the audience, and approximately 40
called Legalize Ohio 2016 is currently in the final stages of
for the petitioner’s exclusive financial benefit. Nineteen other
of those audience members were students.
signature-gathering to get an amendment on the 2016 balstates already have anti-monopoly provisions in their state
If Issue 3 were to pass, Dean of Students Hank Toutain
lot. The amendment would legalize recreational and mediconstitutions, according to Curtin.
and Samantha Hughes, director of the Office of Student
cal marijuana, and allows for what the campaign calls “a free
Durham is unsure how he will vote, because he is not a
Rights and Responsibilities, would make any necessary admarket for legal marijuana.”
fan of Issue 3’s “monopoly kind of approach,” he said. Durjustments to College policies. Hughes said the changes would
Bill Gardner contributed reporting.
Continued from Page 1

KNOW THE
ISSUES

]

Still unsure how to vote
come Election Day?
Read up on the provisions of Issue 2 and Issue
3, the two amendments
to the Ohio constitution
that will be on the ballot.

80%

5%

14%

1%

43%

27%

25%

5%

ISSUE 2
•
•

•

Prohibits using the Ohio constitution to grant a monopoly,
oligopoly or cartel for a petitioner’s exclusive financial benefit.
Charges the bipartisan Ohio Ballot Board to determine if an
amendment would grant a monopoly. If it should, Ohioans
would need to vote on two ballot issues to pass that amendment: one authorizing the petitioner to use an amendment to
create a monopoly, and a second consisting of the amendment in question. Both would need a majority vote for the
amendment to take effect.
Prohibits from taking effect any proposed amendment on the
Nov. 3 ballot that creates a monopoly, oligopoly or cartel for
sale or other use of a Schedule I substance.

ISSUE 3
•
•
•
•
•

Gives exclusive rights for commercial marijuana growth to landowners who
own 10 predetermined pieces of land. If the 10 facilities are not enough to
meet demand, the bill allows for an additional location in four years.
Permits the sale of recreational marijuana at 1,100 locations statewide.
Allows individuals 21 and older with a license to grow, use and share up to
eight ounces of homegrown marijuana plus four flowering marijuana plants.
Authorizes the use of medical marijuana by anyone, regardless of age, who
has a qualifying medical condition.
Taxes retail marijuana revenue at five percent. Revenue would fund public
safety, roads, bridges and other infrastructure across Ohio as well as the Ohio
Marijuana Control Commission, an agency created with limited authority to
help regulate the industry.
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Open seat, Village conflict prompt 3-way mayoral race
with the crew, and when a new
wastewater treatment plant
(WWTP) operator was hired,
the crew’s criticism of Village
administration increased.
“Increasingly the VA was
concerned that the Mayor was
contributing to staff problems
by encouraging the crew and
the WWTP operator to talk to
him,” the report states.
Hopkins did not respond to
multiple email requests seeking an interview.
While the report doesn’t
mention sex discrimination,
some council members believe
conf lict emerged between Village administrators and maintenance workers due to gender
differences.
“I was pretty sure that the
consultant would find that
the men had problems with
women in positions of authority, and he pretty much did,”
Councilmember Tom Stamp
’73 said.
Emmert denied this view,
saying, “I don’t think it was
a bunch of guys complaining about women.” Rather, he
said, the report exposed a lack
of process in how the Village
handles complaints among
staff, and provides recommendations for “bringing Village
government into the 21st century.”
Emmert said it became clear
that his self-assumed role as a
mediator was not working out,
and that an outside evaluation
would be the best option to examine and address grievance
procedures.
One council member quoted

Continued from Page 1

nouncement as “a tactical mistake” on Emmert’s part, in
that “it made it sound like she
was his designated successor.”
Kimmell said it was “unfortunate” if people perceived the
announcement as an appointment, “but now we have a race,
so it turned out fine.”
Emmert said he encouraged
Kimmell to run and didn’t
know at the time anyone else
was interested. He also said he
declined to endorse anyone in
the race.
After the Council learned
that Kimmell was running,
Heer and Forman announced
their candidacies. Kimmell
said Heer expressed the belief
that the election should not go
uncontested. Heer declined to
comment on the perception of
Emmert’s announcement and
said a variety of factors inf luenced her decision to run, including issues presented in a
recent consultant’s report.
In June, the Village hired
Circuit Rider Management
Group, a Granville-based consultant, to investigate dissension among staff members.
According to the report,
presented to the council in
July, Emmert spoke with three
Village maintenance workers
last fall and “was surprised to
learn that the crew was significantly demoralized and critical of their superiors,” which
include Village Administrator Suzanne Hopkins. Emmert was under the impression Hopkins did not follow up

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Candidates Kachen Kimmel, Betsy Heer and Liz Forman at a mayoral forum held by the College earlier this month.

“

I guess I was concerned about how personnel was managed, and that was one of
my thoughts: ‘Could I do a better job?’”

Betsy Heer, Gambier mayoral candidate

in the report said, “The mayor
should not act as the Village
Administrator and should allow the VA and staff to do
their jobs,” and described the
interaction between administration and maintenance as
“miserable” and one that does
“a disservice to the residents of
Gambier.”
Heer said the issues in the
report were one factor in her
decision to run for mayor.

‘Halloweekend’ parties often
see spike in Good Samaritans
ALEX PIJANOWSKI | NEWS EDITOR

Wild parties, costumed antics and social pressures often
come together in a perfect storm of binge drinking on Kenyon’s
campus during the weekend when students celebrate Halloween,
known coloquially as “Halloweekend.” These weekends often
bring a high volume of calls from students to Campus Safety to
receive medical assistance under the Good Samaritan policy:
				

“I guess I was concerned
about how personnel was managed, and that was one of my
thoughts... ‘Could I do a better
job?’” she said.
Forman, who heads the Police and Personnel Committee,
said the personnel issues probably could have been avoided.
She said the committee is now
looking to address the consultant report’s recommendations, which include adopting

personnel reviews, job descriptions and grievance procedures.
“Without this report, I do
not think villagers would have
any sense that there were questions about staff morale,” Forman said. “In my opinion, that
shows you how strong a staff it
is that the job is important to
all of them, even if in the structure of working there may have
been dissatisfaction.”

Join
The Collegian
We are looking for:
Photographers
Designers
Reporters
Copy editors
Readers are invited to Collegian
office hours from 4:10-5 p.m. on
Thursdays on third-floor Peirce.

Females

Males

Total Calls

10/2810/30/2011

5

2

7

11/2-11/4/2012

1

5

6

kenyoncollegian@gmail.com

11/1-11/3/2013

4

2

6

The Kenyon Collegian

10/31-11/2/2014

4

1

5

@KenyonCollegian
GRAPHICS COURTESY OF THE NOUN PROJECT
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UPCOMING EVENTS

A+E

OCT. 29 | 4:10 P.M.
Speaker

EDITORS: BAILEY BLAKER and
ELANA SPIVACK

WRITERS ON WRITING:
MICHAEL HODGES
CHEEVER ROOM

OCT. 30 | 8 P.M.
Performance

TAYLOR CONCERT
SERIES: REBEL
ROSSE HALL

NOV. 1 | 2 P.M.
Reading
OHIO POETS:
READING AND
DISCUSSION
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NOV. 2 | 7 P.M.
Reading

NATALIE DIAZ
CHEEVER ROOM

KENYON BOOKSTORE

Kenyon artist alums kick butt with Kickstarter project
GABRIELLE BING
STAFF WRITER

Emily Sussman ’15 and Harrison
Curley ’15 have decided to take their
futures into their own hands, launching a pop-up art gallery on the Lower
East Side of New York City. The duo
used the popular crowd-funding site
Kickstarter to finance the project.
Reaching their $3,000 goal on
Kickstarter in less than two weeks
has allowed Sussman and Curley to
secure a pop-up gallery space located
on Orchard Street called Chinatown
Soup, as well as finance installation
necessities and advertisements. The
show will run Jan. 12-19, 2016.
After graduation, the two scored
internships relevant to their creative
career interests in New York: Curley
at ArtBinder, a startup digital platform that compiles works for art galleries, and Sussman at the Museum
of Modern Art and distinguished art
spaces David Zwirner and Yossi Milo
Galleries. Both graduates, however,
struggled to find footing in gaining entry-level positions, and quickly learned that one of the most enchanting cities in the world can also
be the most intimidating.
“It feels like you’re sending résumés out into the void,” Curley said.
“When you reach out … it’s like,
‘No, this entry-level job is for some-

“

There is something intensely satisfying about advocating for
artists who do have that formalized training. Especially at this
age, when most of these artists that do have formalized training
are really trying to push their own work to the next level.”

Emily Sussman ’15

body that has been working for three
years.’”
Finding the balance between idealism and pragmatism is necessary
to achieve a creative goal.
The pop-up is set to feature artists
under the age of 25 who attend or recently graduated from high-ranking
universities and art schools. Three
Kenyon graduates will be included:
Curley, Ashley Thompson ’15 and
Cat Raynor ’15.
Sussman and Curley, along with
Sussman’s roommate Elise Rise, a recent Princeton University graduate,
will act as curators and exhibitors.
Curley, Sussman and Rise hope
the experience they gain through
curating the exhibition will not only
help them develop meaningful skills
for future jobs, but also give exposure to artists they truly believe in
and relate to.
“There is something intensely satisfying about advocating for artists
who do have that formalized training,” Sussman said. “Especially at

this age, when most of these artists
that do have formalized training are
really trying to push their own work
to the next level.”
Sussman and Harrison’s experiences as Gund Gallery associates and
the influential relationships formed
with their professors have driven the
pursuit of their goals in New York
City.
“I’ve had some incredible, incredible professors … that really helped
me solidify my passion,” Curley said.
“Working at the Gund Gallery gave
me experience in the academic side
of showing art and how to write and
speak properly.”
Professor of Art Claudia Esslinger
recognized in Curley and Sussman
qualities that are key to success after
graduation: drive, energy and focus.
“The idea of having energy and
being sort of self-initiating to an
idea, that’s really the primary thing,”
Essinger said. “It’s surprisingly rare.
Here’s an example of Kenyon students taking the initiative.”

COURTESY OF HARRISON CURLEY

Curley shot this self-portrait in Horvitz Hall last year.

SPORTS’s newly released singles send mixed signals

With their new album All of Something dropping tomorrow, the available preview tracks hint at fun but lack substance.
ERICA RABITO
STAFF WRITER

Though the seasons are certainly
changing, SPORTS seems to exhibit little
variation in sound from their previous
album, Sunchokes, on their newest work,
titled All of Something, which comes out
tomorrow. With it, SPORTS members
singer-guitarist Carmen Perry ’15, guitarist Jack Washburn ’16, drummer Benji Dossetter ’15, bassist James Karlin ’15
and singer-guitarist Catherine Dwyer
’14 bring a more upbeat, indie vibe and
lyrics to their usual sonic stylings.
Four songs from the band’s new
10-song album are available for pre-release listening on Bandcamp, an online
site for music promotion and sales, and
each is a good representation of their
sound: a combination of fun, pop beats
and indie instrumentals and lyrics. “Saturday,” the second track on SPORTS’s
new album, is only one minute and 13
seconds, but its fast, catchy tempo is sure
to stick in listeners’ heads for much longer. Despite lyrics that discuss the commonly felt, sad sentiments of a friendship ending, the lively music seems to
betray the song’s lyrics and detract from
their meaning.
Following the short “Saturday” on
the list of available tracks is “Reality
TV,” which runs a slightly longer two

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Teddy Farkas ’16, second from left, works with SPORTS members Carmen Perry ’15, Jack
Washburn ’16 and Benji Dossetter ’15 in the WKCO studio.
minutes and 15 seconds, and continues
the buoyant rhythm of the first song and
of SPORTS’s typical sound. The lyrics
of this song are much more meaningful than those of the song preceding it,
telling of finding solace and comfort in
romance. The fast, acoustic music suits
the overall optimism present in the lyrics. While the depth of the lyrics seems
to have improved from the first song

available for preview to the second, the
melody and chord progressions present
in this song seems extremely similar to
that present in “Saturday.” These chords
are used frequently throughout the rest
of the album as well.
“Get Bummed Out” is SPORTS’s
third track available before the album’s
debut, and the beginning of the song
breaks from those that preceded it — for

the first 12 seconds it is slower, relies less
heavily on the band and allows Perry’s
unique, raspy voice to shine through.
Following this brief period, however,
SPORTS falls back into their too-familiar pattern of repetitive chord progressions and overall sound in lyrics and instrumentals. The only component of this
song that significantly separates it from
others on the album is the addition of a
backup singer to add some dimension to
the piece.
“The Washing Machine,” the band’s
final song available on Bandcamp and
the final track on the album, returns
to the pattern of energetic melody and
sound presented by nearly all the other
songs on the track listing, describing the
wish to remove someone from your life
but having difficulty doing so, seems to
be the most genuine and moving of the
messages present on this album.
With what’s available of All of Something so far, SPORTS successfully presents a cool indie or ’90s garage-band
vibe, but following these genres so closely comes at the expense of the individuality and heart that could have been
present in their occasionally impressive
lyrics. All of Something will certainly be
a fun album to listen to with friends or
at a party, but may ultimately fail to elicit
any serious emotion or feeling from its
listeners.
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FEATURES
EDITORS: CLAIRE OXFORD
and NATHANIEL SHAHAN

ASK A
PROFESSOR

“Probably Transformers.” “I’d go with a Lego.”
—Visiting Assistant
—Assistant Professor of
Professor of Economics
Physics Madeline Wade
Nicholas Snow

What was your
favorite Halloween
costume?

Tale of Kenyon archives thefts lives on in new book
FRANCES SAUX			
STAFF WRITER

It has been nearly 15 years since a librarian in Georgia discovered David
Breithaupt, Kenyon’s former night library supervisor, selling a letter from
Flannery O’Connor owned by the Kenyon College archives.
During his employment at Kenyon
from 1990 to 2000, Breithaupt stole an
estimated 250 books and documents
from the Olin-Chalmers Libraries, including original Thomas Pynchon and
Joyce Carol Oates manuscripts as well as
rare materials from the Kenyon Review
archives, such as the letter from Flannery O’Connor to John Crowe Ransom
that led to his capture he put it up for
sale on eBay in 2000.
According to Travis McDade, Curator of law rare books and associate professor of library services at the University of Illinois, library and archive thefts
are all too common. He cited the growth
of the Internet as a reason why archives
face theft; web sites such as eBay have
made it easier for people to profit from
the thefts.
Yet McDade chose a 15-year-old incident from Kenyon’s library as the subject
of his book, Disappearing Ink: The Insider, the FBI, and the Looting of the Kenyon
College Library, which came out September of this year. Earlier this month, he
published an article on LitHub.com on
the same subject entitled “The Unseen
Theft of America’s Literary History.”
But what makes the incident at Ken-

yon unique? “Quantity and duration,”
McDade said.
Breithaupt’s online transactions revealed that he had sold many other archive documents on the web, but according to McDade, he also kept many
for himself. Investigators found another
Flannery O’Connor letter framed on a
wall of his home. McDade thinks Breithaupt was fascinated with the significance of the archive artifacts. “He wanted to possess these things,” McDade
said. “The fact that these materials were
worth money was just a bonus.”
Kenyon’s protocols have changed
since the archive thefts. “We continue to
make changes to improve building security and safety,” vice president for library
and information services (LBIS) Ron
Griggs said; Griggs was not employed
at the College during the thefts but is
aware of the incident. “Not necessarily
in response [to the Breithaupt thefts],
because it was so long ago, but simply
because it’s a good practice.”
Associate Vice President for LBIS and
Library Director Amy Badertscher joked
that the only incident of theft in the library since she joined Kenyon’s staff in
2006 has been students taking “Read!”
posters off the walls. She also said the
Breithaupt thefts were not entirely a
matter of security — Breithaupt was an
employee, not an outsider. “It happened
on the level of personal responsibility, on
the level of trust,” Badertscher said.
The College still does not know what
precise portion of Breithaupt’s stolen
items eventually made their way back to

s
s
a
l
C sh
a
l
C
tein
wens
o
L
a
May
d by
e
l
i
p
Com
Answer

Senior Class Total:

16

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

The Greenslade Special Collections and Archives houses many rare books and documents.

“

[David Breithaupt] wanted to possess these things. The fact that
these materials were worth money was just a bonus.”		

Travis McDade, author of Disappearing Ink: The Insider, the FBI, and the Looting of
the Kenyon College Library

Kenyon’s collection and which are still
missing.
When the criminal prosecution that
followed the thefts was not as robust as
Kenyon would have liked, the College
opened a civil suit against Breithaupt.
McDade said such a step was almost
unprecedented. “They didn’t expect to
get any money from this; they knew he
didn’t have any money,” he said. “What

Junior Class Total:

they wanted was the things back that he
had stolen.”
Kenyon ultimately won a $1 million judgment against Breithaupt. The
suit led to a deeper criminal investigation, which resulted in many of the stolen goods being returned to the library.
McDade believes all universities should
follow this example. “Kenyon deserves a
pat on the back for this,” he said.

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

15

15

11

Felix Janssen ’16

Emily Hogoboom ’17

Nate Rosenberg ’18

Erica Littlejohn ’19

The ghost of Stuart Lathrop
Pierson is said to haunt the
DKE bullseye. How did
Pierson die?

He was run over
by a train.

He was tied to the
train tracks and a
cargo train ran
over him.

A fire

Run over by a train

Tied to a train track
and was run over

What percent of Americans believe
in paranormal activity, according to
Chapman University’s 2015 Survey
of American Fears?

50
(Answers within 10
percent counted
as correct.)

45

60

43

40

How many victims did the 1949
Old Kenyon fire claim?

Nine

Three

Five

11

Four

What is the most popular
Halloween candy in the U.S.,
according to USA Today?

Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cups

Candy corn

Hershey’s

Hershey’s

Hershey’s

2

1

2

2

Weekly Scores
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Local visitors ‘slayed’ by Mount Vernon horror house
GRANT MINER
STAFF WRITER

It was a dark and stormy night —
good weather for writing a profile on
a haunted house, but bad weather for
driving to said haunted house.
“This is how we die,” Linnea Feldman Emison ’18, a Collegian photographer, said.
I would have to agree, considering
that we (that is, me, Feldman Emison
and Maggie Dalrymple ’18 — a friend
she’d convinced to join) were barreling down a rain-slicked, back-country
road at night.
After continuing down what appeared to be a dead-end road, we
found the sign we were looking for. It
read: “Slaughter House.”
The Slaughter House is a Mount
Vernon haunted house set up for the
Halloween season. As its agrarian
name would suggest, the Slaughter
House is run by local junior agriculture organizations like the 4-H, FFA
(formerly Future Farmers of America)
and Junior Fair Board. The proceeds
from its $5 admission cost support the
Knox County Fair’s livestock barns.
According to Scott Lehmon, a
man who would soon be trying to
scare me, the inspiration came from
local resident Scott Moody, who had
constructed a haunted house for his
kid’s birthday.

“He had close to about 200 people
go through there, so we figured we’d
try it out ourselves,” Lehmon said.
Business, Lehmon said, has been a
bit slow. “One weekend we had about
188 people come through, but nothing higher than that,” he said. “I expect business to pick up as we get closer to Halloween.”
The volunteers are mostly high
schoolers and parents. According to
Slaughter House supporter Karrie
Moody, her attempts to muster Kenyon support (you might have seen an
email) were initially successful, after
two student volunteers contacted her
— two volunteers who later stood her
up.
“I would have loved to have their
company,” Moody said. “It gets very
trying every weekend with these
kids.”
As we headed to the entrance, the
air grew thick with fake fog and that
heady aroma that everything Halloween-related seems to have. You know
the one — it smells kind of plasticky?
Eau de Halloween.
The haunted house was about as
good as you would expect a haunted
house put on by junior agriculture
students to be.
Sure, there weren’t any fancy costumes, decorations or effects like you
might find at a for-profit haunted
house, but hey, it had heart. It’s like

LINNEA FELDMAN EMISON | COLLEGIAN

The Slaughter House is run by members of local junior agricultural organizations at the Knox County Fairgrounds.
the Rudy of haunted houses.
The rooms featured standard
haunted house fare. Every corner held
someone in a mask waiting to jump
out, a “mental hospital,” was present and the complex also featured a
“there’s nothing in here, but it’s really
dark” section.

Spooky Kenyon
MAD

LIBS

CLAIRE OXFORD | FEATURES EDITOR

All Hallows’ Eve fell silently and spookily over the notoriously
haunted campus of Kenyon College. On a _ night, with
adjective

the wind howling, Kenyon student _ began a trek
name

I’ve got to say, there were some
stretches that were quite impressive.
One example that comes to mind is
when we were chased by masked men
with actual (unchained) chainsaws.
Was it spooky enough to justify $5?
Yes. What can I say? I’m a simple man
who doesn’t need much to be scared.

As long as there’s somebody waiting
to jump-scare me, my cup runneth
over with spook. And hey, it’s for a
good cause, so why not go?
Located at 601 Fairgrounds Road
in Mount Vernon, the Slaughter
House’s final night is this Friday; it will
be open from 7 to 11 p.m.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Question
Authority.

from creepy Caples to Old Kenyon. As they passed Olin, the
source of many Kenyon students’ nightmares, they stopped suddenly. A _ feeling overcame them, and they suddenly
adjective

felt the urge to _ . A whisper in the wind seemed to say,
verb

“__.” Without understanding why, they were
phrase

Elect Betsy Heer
Gambier Mayor

led off Middle Path by a _________ figure, who took them toward
adjective

the College cemetery. Through the foggy night, they could make
out the outline of a man standing in the middle of the cemetery.
“Is that __?” asked the befuddled student,
name of someone in the room

goosebumps rising on their _. Without responding, the
body part

man _________toward them, until the student could make out his
past-tense verb

_________ and heavy cape. “Who are you?” the student gasped,
noun

beginning to panic and _________ . Suddenly, a burst of wind
verb

whooshed by and a _________ flew into the student’s face, with
noun

the wind seeming to whisper, “Philander.”

paid for by the Committee
to elect Heer Gambier Mayor
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OPINIONS
EDITORS: GRIFFIN BURROUGH and
GABRIELLE HEALY

Is carbon neutrality a high priority for you? What are your thoughts
on the potential legalization of marijuana in Ohio? Write to us!
Submit letters to the editors to kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

EDITORIAL

Collegian endorses
Kachen Kimmell

After hearing the three candidates at a debate
earlier this month and meeting individually with
each, the Collegian has decided to endorse Kachen
Kimmell for mayor of Gambier.
Each candidate — Kimmell, Liz Forman and
Betsy Heer — comes with Village Council experience and well-established ties to the community.
We believe Kimmell’s experience in Village
governance makes her well qualified for the job,
and that her outlook on the relationship between
the College and the Village is one of forwardthinking optimism.
As the College and Village become more involved with projects proposed in Kenyon’s master
plan, Kimmell’s wealth of knowledge as the chair
of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the
past eight years will be useful. With an educational background in engineering and law, Kimmell
brings sound judgment and a keen eye to Village
issues.
Many students may have met Kimmell
through her role as chair of the Harcourt Parish
Rummage Sale for the past four years. For her
community service, work on Council and commitment to transparency in government, the Collegian believes Kimmell the right candidate for the
position.
Regardless of who you vote for, we encourage
all students who are eligible to vote in Gambier to
make their voices heard on Tuesday.

A pass on Issue 3
American drug policy is woefully misguided,
and has been for decades. It is responsible for nonviolent offenders receiving outrageously long prison sentences, and has been employed disproportionately against people of color. Efforts to legalize
marijuana, a drug no more dangerous or addictive than tobacco or alcohol, deserve support.
However, we decline to endorse the marijuana
legalization referendum appearing on Ohio’s ballot this year. Issue 3 would put exclusive marijuana
distribution rights in the hands of a small, predetermined set of companies. If Issue 3 passes, the
resulting lack of marketplace competition will adversely affect consumers.
Voters should not settle for the poorly conceived Issue 3. They should wait for a proposal
that puts them, rather than a few deep-pocketed
companies, first. And such a proposal may arrive
as soon as next fall. A group called Legalize Ohio
2016 appears poised to land an amendment on
next November’s ballot; the proposal would create
a free market for marijuana. That’s change we can
get behind.

YOOBIN HAN | COLLEGIAN

Carbon neutrality needs a concrete timeline
CHANNA CHILDS
CONTRIBUTOR

An essential part of Kenyon’s identity is the environment surrounding
our campus. Kenyon is recognized as
a “Tree Campus USA” by the Arbor
Day Foundation. We boast beautiful scenery and a sprawling environmental center. Furthermore, we tout
our dining hall’s commitment to local
food, and we have a farm just down the
road from which we source some of the
campus’s meals. Thus, it makes sense
that the potential dangers of a warmer
planet would concern students.
Passionate students have proposed
sustainability initiatives to address
climate change. Using the the American College and University Presidents’
Climate Commitment as a template,
three students, Matt Meyers ’17, Sarah
Oleisky ’16 and Lauren Johnstone ’15,
presented a plan for carbon neutrality
to the College’s board of trustees. The
pledge will be enacted on a two-year
schedule. Yet President Sean Decatur
was recently quoted as saying in the
Collegian, “In principle, one can set
an infinitely long timeline” for carbon
neutrality (“College to go carbon neutral,” Oct. 1, 2015). Herein lies a classic

The Collegian
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barrier to sustainability policy-making,
not only on college campuses like ours,
but also in the halls of state and federal
legislatures.
The infinite nature of commitment
Decatur alluded to shirks all accountability in less tangible and quantifiable environmental matters. To be fair,
a pledge of carbon neutrality requires
a costly and invasive audit of campus
structures and their carbon impact.
This cost would inevitably fall to students, but the College should actively
manage its budget to cut costs or pay
for this plan in phases within our current means, not settle for an indefinite
timeline. Kenyon has a limited budget, so it’s important to make sure the
value beyond initial cost is noted. Kenyon overlap schools like Carleton College and Oberlin College have already
committed to the immensely important
pledge of carbon neutrality, which can
be a boon when recruiting sustainability-minded prospective students. The
statistics about Kenyon that make us a
sustainable college are nothing if we do
not continue to push the envelope for
these potential students.
Though Decatur has a great vision
for the Kenyon community, it must be
publicly stated that an open-ended com-

mitment is a method of procrastination.
I hope Decatur’s statement is not representative of his true commitment to
carbon neutrality, and that the College
will move on the project soon. There is
simply no room to be vague in matters
as important as climate change.
As Martin Luther King, Jr. noted,
the moderates — though well-meaning
— are usually the biggest impediment
to improvement. This phenomenon occurred at my own alma mater, Arkansas’s Little Rock Central High School,
in the 1950s with integration. Moderates did not try to stop the nine black
students who were trying to enter the
school, but they sure didn’t attempt to
help them enter the school by interceding to protect them against the disgruntled mobs. History provides the most
potent warning against hesitant pledges
and infinite timetables. Kenyon students brought forth a well-articulated
and viable proposal, which reinforces
the power students have over their education. Despite the complexity of the
issue, it is crucial to be forceful in language and action, or significant policy
change will never happen.
Channa Childs ’19 is undeclared from
Little Rock, Ark. Contact her at childsc@
kenyon.edu.
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Silence is golden, hard to find
on library’s third floor
In areas designated for quiet, a contributor asks for compliance.
JESSICA BERGER
CONTRIBUTOR

I am extremely privileged to be able
to say that I don’t have any type of learning disability. I am, however, prone to
anxiety regarding my schoolwork; I
need a completely quiet environment to
study. The third f loor of Olin Library
is the only space on campus specifically marked an Extreme Quiet Zone.
According to LBIS’s own policy, “Short
conversations in low tones are permitted, but longer conversations should be
moved elsewhere.”
We sometimes forget that Kenyon is
an academic institution first and foremost. If we are as open and understanding a campus as we advertise, we should
not prevent anybody from getting their
work done, or provide only an uncomfortable environment for them to do so.
I have tried everything to block out
the noise, from noise-canceling headphones, to white-noise generators, to
calming music playlists on Spotify — all
to no avail. It should not be my burden to
block out what is going on around me, or
to gather my things and move. It is your
duty as a fellow student to be respectful, and either end your conversation
or move to a different spot. There are
so many other places on campus where
noise is acceptable. Peirce, the back of
the bookstore and Wiggin Street Coffee are just a few examples. If you don’t
want to walk outside and bear the cold,
you can walk across the hall to thirdf loor Chalmers, which is not marked an
Extreme Quiet Zone.
I have also found that some Kenyon
staff members break these rules. I have
heard librarians talk in tones much
louder than necessary while trying to
help students find books they need. Interestingly, LBIS’s policy states, “The library staff may speak to you about these
policies, not to be the ‘noise police,’ but
to remind you of our shared responsibility to each other.” While I have not spent
my every waking moment in the library,
it’s odd that I have not heard any library
staff member comment on the noise level once, even when it becomes unruly.

“

The new furniture
additions to the third
f loor of Olin are also
frustrating as they
seem to encourage
talking. The circular arrangements of
couches and whiteboards encourage
group study in an area
meant for extreme
quiet.”

The new furniture additions to the
third f loor of Olin are also frustrating
as they seem to encourage talking. The
circular arrangements of couches and
whiteboards encourage group study in
an area meant for extreme quiet. I have
already seen my peers abuse the freedom
these new furniture items allow, and it
makes me quite worried for the future.
Plus, why did we even spend money on
this furniture in the first place, if it
seems we’re just going to tear down Olin
in the next few years?
Please realize that there are people
who require quiet areas to get their work
done. If I can’t feel secure in my ability
to concentrate on third-f loor Olin, there
are really no other places for me to go;
yet, there are so many other places for
you to take your conversations.
Jessica Berger ’17 is an English and
classics major from Baltimore, Md. Contact her at bergerj@kenyon.edu.

Y)

My ex has spoken so horribly about me to their
friends — once our mutual friends — that they’ve
taken my ex’s side. I don’t know this for sure, but
if it’s true, it doesn’t seem fair. I miss my friends.
What do I do?
From
Custody Battle

Does it matter to the Kenyon community who wins Tuesday’s hotly contested mayoral race in Mount Vernon? The answer is implicit in
President Sean Decatur’s bold community engagement initiative that
physically and programmatically extends Kenyon’s reach to Mount Vernon. And since Mount Vernon’s state-of-the-art water treatment plant
sources every tap on campus, the reelection of progressive mayor Richard Mavis should be a matter of great concern.
Mayor Mavis is responsible for modernizing that water treatment
plant, building a state-of-the-art central fire station, attracting new industry and jobs to the community, cleaning up an industrial brownfield
for future use as a solar energy farm and providing City Hall leadership for a downtown renaissance. He is also credited with having built
political support for the construction of the Kokosing Gap Trail. Those
who are familiar with Mount Vernon’s new Ariel-Foundation Park, a
stellar example of adaptive reuse, need to know it exists because of the
mayor’s foresight 15 years ago to purchase an abandoned quarry adjacent to downtown.
It is significant that Mayor Mavis has accomplished all of this and
more while managing a 160-employee, $40 million budget and not raising the city’s income-tax rate.
The increasing number of Kenyon faculty and staff who live and vote
in Mount Vernon have the opportunity to reelect an enlightened public
servant as their mayor. As a member of Mount Vernon City Council,
and a proud Kenyon alumnus who values the mayor’s role in building
bridges with the Kenyon community, I strongly urge a vote for Mayor
Richard Mavis.
Sam Barone ’72

Dear Emily
Dear Emily,

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

Do the interests of semi-autonomous institutions like the Gund Gallery, The Kenyon Review and the Philander Chase Corporation conf lict
with the educational missions and financial needs of the college?
After I had finished reading your article (“For literary college, about
half get into writing courses,” Oct 22, 2015), I was struck by a statement
by Professor of English Jennifer Clarvoe: “We are a big department with
a lot of competing needs” (italics my emphasis). Her statement is not only
provocative but partisan: evidently, the creative writing faculty and other
English faculty have different educational goals and agendas.
This year, College faculty have been vocal about Kenyon’s nonprofits. In last week’s letter to the editor, the tenured members of Kenyon’s
art and art history departments went as far as saying that “something is
deeply wrong with the operations of the Gund Gallery.”
My feelings, however, are more ambivalent. I believe Kenyon’s nonprofits provide a valuable function to the campus, but I also believe they
should be autonomous rather than semi-autonomous. College resources
would be better spent on fostering scholarship than on nonprofit programming.
Wyatt Sarafin ’16

Dear Custody Battle,
In this situation, you need to speak up. Presumably, these friends are half yours, half your
ex’s — you should be able to speak to them
plainly enough about what happened. When a
couple breaks up in college, it’s like a divorce.
You split friends down the middle, choose separate territories: one may get New Side, the other
Old Side.
I agree that if your ex turned your mutual
friends against you for no reason (was there
a reason?), that’s unjust and rude as hell. But
there should be a way to share your friends with
your ex. For example, if the group’s main hang
is usually a meal, alternate meals: you get lunch,
they get dinner — see if that works for now.
From experience, it doesn’t go well to pit
friends against an ex; it only draws out how

horrible the breakup is. My advice is to be honest and up-front with your friends: ask them
what you did wrong, and say that you still want
to be friends with them, even if they’re friends
with your ex.
Love,
Emily
Emily Sakamoto ’16 is an English major with
a concentration in creative writing and a minor
in messing with people’s personal lives, whether
they ask for the advice or not, from North Oaks,
Minn. Contact her at sakamotoe@kenyon.edu.
Submit your questions about love and life to
The Collegian’s newest advice column
Send submissions to sakamotoe@kenyon.edu
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Writer Michael Hodges reflects on art and architecture
This afternoon, the Detroit News reporter will discuss his latest work, which centers on architect Albert Kahn’s career.
DANIEL OLIVIERI
STAFF WRITER

The Detroit News reporter Michael Hodges will be
speaking about his illustrious
career, which has taken him
from reporting in Venezuela, and his current project:
a book about the Detroit architect whose factories helped
win World War II. The lecture
will take place today at 4:10
p.m. in Finn House’s Cheever
Room.
Hodges began his career
immediately after graduating from college, working for
The Daily Journal as a foreign
correspondent in Caracas,
Venezuela. Hodges worked
in Caracas for 10 months before leaving to tour the rest
of South America. In the 35
years since, he has worked as
a journalist, a speechwriter
for a foreign ambassador and
a high school teacher.
He also interviewed New
Yorkers in the wake of the
Sept. 11 attacks for The Detroit News.
Beyond journalism, Hodges has a particular fascination
with architecture. “The heart
of my interest is seeing drama in buildings, that certain
buildings are exciting or reassuring,” he said. “They have
these emotional qualities.”

In recent years, Hodges
has translated his passion
into several projects outside
his career as a reporter. In
2012, he published the awardwinning coffee table book
Michigan’s Historic Railway
Stations. Hodges also produced his own line of Detroitthemed postcards, created
an architecture-appreciation
website called “Unexpected
Detroit” and gave a speech
about Detroit’s architectural appeal titled “There is No
Such Thing as Ruin Porn.”
Hodges’ talk will focus on
Albert Kahn, an early-20thcentury architect whose Detroit factories contributed to
the development of modern
architecture. In addition to
inspiring the modernist architecture movement in postWorld War I Europe, the
quality of Kahn’s factories
won him a contract in the Soviet Union.
Over two years, his firm
helped Russia build nearly
500 factories. These factories
produced the supplies needed
to defeat the Nazis in World
War II. The hundreds of Russians who labored to build the
factories were not so lucky;
Stalin had them executed so
they could not contradict his
claim that he had used no
outside help to advance the

COURTESY OF MICHAEL HODGES

Michael Hodges’s professional interests range from historic railroad stations across Michigan to musical endeavors.

“

Careers can take real twists and turns and what you end up loving may
surprise you.”

Michael Hodges

USSR’s industry. Hodges was
enthusiastic about this part of
Kahn’s story, joking that people expect his book to be boring but that this would “show
them.”
Hodges’ talk will be a part

of a speaker series run by
The Kenyon Review entitled
“Writers on Writing.” The series is not centered on writers reading from their work;
rather, it is a chance for writers to talk about their craft.

“If there’s one theme that
kind of unifies what I will be
blabbing about, it’s that careers can take real twists and
turns and that what you end
up loving may surprise you,”
Hodges said.

Poetic duo Sister Outsider gives voice to societal tensions
ELANA SPIVACK
ARTS EDITOR

Peirce Pub housed a standing-roomonly-sized crowd this past Friday, when
about 150 students flocked to see slam poetry duo Sister Outsider. The pair, Denice
Frohman and Dominique Christina, has
been performing together since 2013. The
Crozier Center for Women co-sponsored
the event with Unity House, the Black Student Union and five other groups. Sister
Outsider’s poetry delved into highly personal topics spanning race, identity, sexual orientation, terrorism and education.
Crozier decided to bring Sister Outsider to campus after the group first reached
out to Crozier mentioning they would be
available to perform while onthe last leg of
their three-year tour.
The performers created a dynamic atmosphere by encouraging the audience
to vocalize their reactions to the poetry,
characterizing slam as a call-and-response
art. “You do not have to treat it like mass,”
Christina said. Before long, students were
cheering in response to the truth in their
words.
Frohman, a New York City native, had
her poem “Dear Straight People” go viral
on social-culture website Upworthy in
2013, the same year she won the Women
of the World Slam Poetry Competition.
Though she planned to study biology in
college, she began writing poetry her first
year, and by 2010, had started participat-

ELANA SPIVACK | COLLEGIAN

Dominique Christina, left, and Denice Frohman performed in Peirce Pub on Friday night.
ing in slam poetry.
Christina, from Denver, is an awardwinning poet, educator and former Olympic volleyball player; she won the Women
of the World Slam Poetry Competition in
2012 and 2014. Christina began to write
poetry in her senior year of college and in
2011 became involved with slam poetry.
Frohman and Christina collaborated
on “No Child Left Behind,” which detailed

the injustices of the American education
system. With clear language, the duo deftly criticized how children are set apart for
their differences in the classroom because
of teachers assuming what children do
or do not know. Their words rang true to
the audience. “It really complemented the
way they were really able to perform as
individuals and as a duo,” attendee Sarah
Adrionowycz ’16 said.

The two cite feminist writer Audre
Lorde, who frequently discussed social
liberalism and sexuality in her works, as
an inspiration. “Audre talks a lot about
silence and fear,” Frohman said in an interview with the Collegian. “We try to not
remove that fear but take that fear and say
it exists, but that it’s not something that
stops us from speaking about the things
we should n’t be silent about.”
Such a silence surrounds issues like
sexuality. Frohman’s piece “Dear Straight
People” presents her experiences as a queer
woman. Their final duet, “Pocketbooks
and Pachangas,” discussed how both men
and women marginalize female bodies by
coining absurd slang terms for vaginas,
such as the two title names. They confronted myriad difficult topics with both
humor and gravity. “They interspersed difficult subject matter with humor and positive messages,” attendee Chloe Farrell ’16
said.
Crozier wanted to share this variety
with a Kenyon audience. “We were particularly interested in Sister Outsider because we liked the idea of having a spoken
word group and we also liked that they
spoke to many different identities,” Crozier co-manager Anna Cohen ’16 said.
In addition to spreading awareness,
Sister Outsider seeks to give agency to
their listeners. Christina said she aims to
empower her audience to “have greater authorship over their own lives and maybe
do so without apology.”
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SPORTS
EDITORS: JESS KUSHER
and NOAH NASH

SCOREBOARD
FIELD HOCKEY

VOLLEYBALL

OCT. 25

at

EARLHAM COLLEGE

RICHMOND, IND.
W 4-0

OCT. 27

at

THE COLLEGE OF
WOOSTER

WOOSTER, OHIO
W 3-1

MEN’S SOCCER

WOMEN’S SOCCER
vs.

OCT. 28

OHIO WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY

MOUNT VERNON, OHIO
W 3-0

OCT. 28

at

OHIO WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY

DELAWARE, OHIO
W 2-1

Lords defeat Ohio Wesleyan 2-1 in NCAC showdown

Juniors Tony Amolo and Jordan Glassman score as Lords soccer takes first place in NCAC standings.
PETER DOLA
STAFF WRITER

Lords soccer added two more victories to their record by beating the
Allegheny Gators on Saturday and
the Ohio Wesleyan Battling Bishops
Wednesday evening.
Saturday’s game against Allegheny
started with a bang as Tony Amolo ’17 fired a shot blocked by Gator
goalie Jake Pugliese. The Lords (141, 7-1 NCAC) kept the pressure on
the Gators’ defense, taking five more
shots by the end of the half, none of
which found the back of the net. The
half ended with both teams scoreless,
despite the Lords pressuring OWU’s
defense.
The Lords carried their offensive
activity into the second half, in which
their offense sought a breakthrough.
Forward Woo Jeon ’18 came through
for the Lords 20 minutes into the second half, claiming the ball after it
def lected off an Allegheny defender, then placing it in the back of the
net. This was Jeon’s sixth goal of the
season. Amolo struck again 15 minutes later, finding the net off a Billy
O’Neil ’18 cross for his 14th goal of
the season.
On Wednesday, Kenyon, ranked
first among North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) teams, took
on rival and 17th-ranked nationally

Ohio Wesleyan University (13-3-2,
6-1-1 NCAC), who were undefeated
in the NCAC prior to Wednesday’s
game.
The first half started off with a
quick pace as both teams had opportunities within the first five minutes
of the game. Amolo scored the first
goal of the game in the eighth minute
of play, as he gathered the ball from
a rebound off the post and slotted it
into the bottom-left-hand corner of
the net, just out of reach of the OWU
keeper.
The Battling Bishops fought back
with a goal nine minutes later by Neil
Wilson, who dribbled past goalie
Sam Clougher ’17 and passed the ball
into the back of the net. Later in the
half, Clougher saved the Lords with
a spectacular breakaway save that
he def lected over the bar to keep the
score 1-1 going into the half.
This tie was short-lived for the
Battling Bishops as Jordan Glassman ’17 collected a loose ball in the
box and found the back of the net for
his fifth goal of the season, giving
the Lords a 2-1 lead early in the second half. This score would hold, as
Clougher and Kenyon’s defense came
up big and did not concede the tying
goal to OWU.
Heading into the last game of the
season, and the NCAC tournament,
the Lords are attempting to limit

COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Midfielder Henry Myers ’18 takes the ball upfield in a game against Denison on Oct. 17.
mistakes, which were the cause of
a number of goals the team allowed
earlier in the season.
“We are just taking it one game at
a time” O’Neil said on Monday. “We
are making sure we show up ready
to go each time we step on the field.

Once we hit the postseason, there
won’t be any room for us to slip up.”
The Lords look forward to their
last game of the season, against Wabash College on Saturday at home, as
they try to end their season on a high
note.

Ladies drop 11-game win streak Ladies clinch spot in
NCAC tournament
NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon field hockey saw
its 11-game win streak end on
Saturday as fellow North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC)
team DePauw University overcame the Ladies 3-0. Kenyon
(14-2, 11-1 NCAC) bounced
back the next day, shutting out
Earlham College 4-0.
Applying heavy offensive
pressure, the DePauw Tigers
(11-2, 10-2 NCAC) kept the Ladies’ defense on their heels for
most of the first half. “They
were pushing mids, forwards
and their two outer D to rush
up on us,” midfielder Kelsey
Trulik ’18 said. “I think we
had difficulty recovering and
I think people were tired.” DePauw broke the scoreless tie at
the 22:22 mark in the first half
when DePauw’s Grace Goodbarn sent an airborne pass
into the middle to assist fellow Tiger Natalie Abbott, who
knocked the ball inside the far
post for the goal.
With Kenyon unable to tally
the equalizer, DePauw’s Paige
Berliner extended her team’s

lead to 2-0 at 59:05. Pulling
a loose ball out to the top of
the shooting circle, Berliner
turned her back to the cage
and smacked a chip shot over
the outstretched arms of goalkeeper Sarah Speroff ’18 and
under the crossbar for the goal.
Berliner scored a second
goal with less than four minutes left in the game, after a
collision between Speroff and
defender Morgen Barroso ’16
left the Ladies’ goal unprotected.
Head Coach Jacque Demarco felt that DePauw played
well against her team, and
hopes the Ladies can put forth
a full 70-minute effort in future matches. “I think DePauw
played a nice game,” Demarco
said. “We had moments where
we played a nice game, but we
didn’t play a full game on Saturday.”
After suffering their first
loss in 12 games, the Ladies
took to the field the next day
intent on starting a new winning streak. “I think everyone
was mad,” Trulik said on the
team’s performance against
DePauw. She said the team

“wanted to come out, redeem
themselves, and put forth a
good win.”
The Ladies came out firing
against the Earlham Quakers (4-11, 3-9 NCAC), logging
10 shots and three goals all in
the first half. Shannon Hart
’18 gave Kenyon the early lead
about seven minutes into the
contest, scoring her 10th goal
of the season. Later in the first
half, co-captain Maddie Breschi ’16 got on the board off an
assist from Christine Bloom
’16, making the score 2-0.
Katelyn Hutchinson ’18 got in
on the scoring with an unassisted goal at the 28:15 mark,
and Breschi added her second
goal of the game, this time off
a feed from Hannah Drake ’16,
to finish off the scoring for
the Ladies. Speroff made seven
saves in the 4-0 victory, logging her 10th shutout of the
season.
The Ladies will travel to
Granville to face Denison University (11-6, 9-3 NCAC) Saturday before returning home
to host Oberlin College (1-15,
0-12 NCAC) for their Senior
Day on Nov. 1.

NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR

A 3-0 victory over Ohio Wesleyan University last night secured Ladies soccer’s spot in the
North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) postseason tournament.
With their season on the line,
the Ladies (11-6-1) had a week off
from games to practice after tying
with Oberlin College on Oct. 21.
The game was originally a
home game for the Ladies, but
nearly two inches of rain over
the course of Tuesday night resulted in unplayable conditions
at Mavec Field. Instead, the game
was played at Energy Field, a turf
field belonging to Mount Vernon
High School.
The Ladies had plenty to think
about prior to the game. In spite
of the critical nature of the game,
Head Coach Kelly Bryan had faith
in her team’s ability. “We are expecting a battle and are confident
that we will give our best effort,”
Bryan said before the game against
OWU on Wednesday morning.
The game started off as com-

petitively as Bryan expected, with
both teams held scoreless in the
first half. OWU was limited to just
three shots in the first half, while
the Ladies constantly pressured
the OWU defense, taking 15 firsthalf shots.
The OWU defense finally
cracked at the beginning of the
second half when Kenyon forward Maggie Smith ’17 scored
at the 47-minute mark off a pass
from midfielder Tess Austin ’18.
Just over a minute later, midfielder
Lucy Evert ’16 doubled the lead to
2-0 with her first goal of the season. The Ladies capped off their
second-half surge at the 81-minute
mark when Emma Klug ’18 scored
for the fourth time this season.
Though enthused with the win,
Bryan does not want the team to
get too far ahead of themselves.
“We honestly just have to take
it one game at a time from now
on,” Bryan said before the game
Wednesday morning. The victory
against OWU clinched a postseason spot for the Ladies, who will
begin their run into the NCAC
playoffs on Nov. 4.
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The Ladies earned a spot in the North Coast Athletic Conference tournament by defeating the College of Wooster on Tuesday. They open tournament play on Nov. 6 in Springfield, Ohio.

Kenyon volleyball steals position in NCAC tournament
JESS KUSHER
SPORTS EDITOR

Last season the Ladies failed to
win a single game in their eight North
Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC)
games, but this year they have made
it to the NCAC playoff tournament.
Volleyball won its past two games
in their NCAC play, breaking a sixgame NCAC loss streak. Last weekend, the Ladies took home their
first conference win while hosting
their annual breast cancer fundraising event, called “Dig Pink.” During the matchup, Kenyon (11-11, 2-6
NCAC) beat Allegheny College (15-9,
2-5 NCAC) in a 3-0 sweep. On Tuesday, the Ladies scored again, beating
the College of Wooster (12-13, 0-8

NCAC) in four sets.
The Ladies trumped the Allegheny Gators Saturday in their first
game, 25-10. Tierney McClure ’18
and Delaney Swanson ’19 led the offense with 10 kills each, and Lauren
Kerr ’18 followed with eight kills.
The beginning of the second set
brought a sharp contrast to the first
set; the Ladies stumbled, giving the
Gators a seven-point lead. That marginal edge, however, did not last long,
as Kenyon fought back and won the
set 25-19.
In the final set against Allegheny, Kenyon won 25-12. The Ladies
scored 56 points, including four aces.
“It was definitely an exciting
win for us,” Head Coach Amanda
Krampf said. “This weekend, ev-

Top performers

eryone, from those who were on
the court to those who were on the
bench, I think everyone was mentally
in the match and contributed to our
win.” This win marked Kenyon’s first
straight-set win against Allegheny
since 2013, as well as the team’s 10th
season win thus far, bringing their record up to 10-11.
“I just think we had this little
slump in our season, and that happened right as we came to conference games, but now we’re back on
the rise,“ Ashley Martens ’18 said.
“Sometimes we have this rollercoaster of energy during games and we
had a little slump at the beginning
of the second set, but we steadied it
out and I think we managed to pull
through strong.”

Martens attributes much of this
new energy to Krampf. “She’s the
best coach I’ve ever had,” Martens
said. “She cares so much about each
of us, like she always pushes us to get
better.”
According to Bridget Murdoch
’18, Krampf has revitalized the Kenyon volleyball program.
“She doesn’t pick favorites,” Murdoch said. “If anything, she spends
more time with the people who aren’t
playing. You know, she’s like, ‘I want
you to play. I know you can be a starter.’”
In the game against Allegheny,
Krampf could be seen in her business
attire, crouched down in a huddle
with her team, speaking excitedly.
Murdoch said volleyball depends

a lot on communication on the court,
and the Ladies did especially well
speaking to one another during the
Allegheny match. “We actually had a
lot of plays that took us out of system
this game,” Murdoch said. “But we
were able to get it back onto the court
and ended up winning those points.”
Murdoch said the team is optimistic about the rest of the season. The Ladies’ recent win against
Wooster brought their record up to
11-11, 2-6 NCAC, and secured them
the number-six seed out of eight
teams in the NCAC tournament,
which is slated to take place Nov. 6
and 7. Tonight the Ladies will be playing Marietta College Pioneers (Marietta, Ohio) in a non-conference home
game at 7 p.m.

With fall sports winding down and the various end-of-season tournaments quickly
approaching, the Collegian has decided to highlight the performances of some
student-athletes who have performed exceptionally well this season.
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Tony Amolo ’17
In the 15 games Amolo
has played this year — prior
to Wednesday night — he
has scored 15 goals out of 29
shots on goal. Additionally,
Amolo’s timing has been
near-perfect on many of
these goals, with six of them
being game-deciding. One
of Amolo’s strongest performances was against Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh) on Sept. 12, when he scored two goals and dished
out an assist in Kenyon’s 4-3 victory. The Lords, who stood
undefeated until their Oct. 3 loss to DePauw University, now
have a 13-1 overall record with one game remaining in their
regular season.

Maddie Breschi ’16
Breschi, as part of last
year’s North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) championship squad, was named
both a National Field Hockey Coaches Association
(NFHCA) First Team AllAmerican and the NCAC
Defensive Player of the Year.
This season, Breschi has continued her outstanding play,
leading the team with 14
goals while exhibiting a strong brand of defense. On Oct. 12,
Breschi was named NCAC Field Hockey Player of the Week
for the fifth time in her career. She also holds Kenyon career
records with her 50 goals and 26 assists. The Ladies have a 14-2
overall record and an 11-1 conference record.

Gillian Blackwell ’18
Blackwell has been an
offensive force for the Ladies so far this year with
six goals and three assists
on the season. Blackwell’s
six goals and 15 points are
second-best among the
Ladies, and her three assists tie her for first on the
team. Blackwell also went
on an offensive tear over
the first two weeks of October, receiving the NCAC Women’s Soccer Player of the
Week award both weeks. Two of Blackwell’s strongest performances came during that stretch, including a 2-0 win at
the College of Wooster in which she assisted on one goal
and scored the other.

